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But he never "travelled the Circuit" as a junior, and his appear-
ances in Liverpool or Manchester were confined to a few cases of
outstanding importance in the latter years of his success.

At the same time a steady trickle of High Court work started
to flow in. The part played by a junior in a High Court action
is always important, though in those days of the more regular
employment of leaders in such actions it had rarely the chance
to be spectacular. For it is the junior who is responsible for drafting
the * "pleadings" on behalf of whichever party he may be instructed
to represent, documents in which are set out according to recog-
nized, if nowadays elastic, rules the contentions of fact upon which
each of the opposing parties intends to rely. Only when these
introductory steps, with all the attendant permutations and
combinations of procedure incidental to them, have been concluded
does the leader normally appear upon the scene to conduct the
case in court within the limits already marked out by the pre-
liminary labours of the junior.

It was instructions to draft such pleadings that now arrived
with encouraging regularity at 1 Garden Court. But it is not
true to say that the volume of work, once started, continued to
swell without check or set-back. There were still times when he
became despondent, imagining that his first successes were to
lead nowhere. When he was in India and I was finding the task
of building up a practice after the premature and protracted inter-
ruption of the last war depressingly slow, he would encourage
me in his letters by assuring me that there were many occasions
during his own years of struggle when he thought that his clients
had deserted him for good and that he was never going to get
another brief.

But if he himself still had his moments of despondency, others
well able to judge entertained no doubt that he was now firmly
established among the coming men of the day. Custom decrees
that at the time of his call a barrister's wig and gown shall be
supplied to him by the robe-makers in a blue damask bag. Those
who make little mark in their profession are doomed to retain
the blue bag to the end. Those who emerge into prominence can
look forward to a moment at which a red bag will be substituted
for the blue. But it may not be acquired by purchase $ it can
only be bestowed as a gift by some leader who has had personal
experience of the junior's ability and considers that his progress
entitles him to receive the distinction.

To Rufus Isaacs the red bag came after an unusually short
wait and from a deeply gratifying source. On May 7; 1891,
Lawson Walton wrote to his former pupil: